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Regional forecast 2021

In South Sudan, western payams of Pibor county are 
expected to remain in Famine Likely (IPC Phase 5) while 
two payams in the eastern part of Pibor are projected to 
be at 'Risk of Famine' (IPC Phase 5). The overall number 
of acutely food-insecure people will increase further 
due to insecurity and displacement, consecutive poor 
harvests and increasingly expensive food. 

Acute food insecurity levels are also expected to 
escalate sharply in Ethiopia and Somalia in the first 
half of the year, driven by conflict and climate-induced 
displacement, high food prices, desert locusts and  
poor rains. See figure 2.16.

The compounding impacts of climatic shocks, conflict and 
insecurity, adverse macroeconomic shocks, desert locust 
invasion and the COVID-19 pandemic, on top of protracted food 
insecurity from past shocks, will likely continue to drive acute 
food insecurity in the region in 2021. 

Dry-to-average weather conditions are expected during the 
March–May rainfall season in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia 
based on waning La Niña conditions with a negative impact 
on rangeland and crops (FAO, 2021). Coupled with persisting 

27.4–28.2M people 
in Crisis or worse (IPC Phase 3 or above) in  
7 countries in the region

Map 2.4

East Africa, acute food insecurity estimates and drivers in 2021

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Final status of the Abyei area is not yet determined.
Source: FSIN, GRFC 2021.
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Note: No forecast data available for the Sudan. 
Source: FSIN, using IPC and FEWS NET data.
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