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ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY | Some areas saw improvements since late 2022, while the situation in others further deteriorated.

Haiti

Conflict/insecurity Gang 
violence in Port-au-Prince 

severely disrupted livelihoods and 
markets, pushing up prices, 
particularly in Cité Soleil where some 
people faced Catastrophe (IPC 
Phase 5) from September 2022 to 
February 2023. IDPs, mainly in the 
Ouest department, experienced 
limited food access due to lost 
livelihoods, exerting additional 
pressure on host families and 
communities (IPC, October 2022).

Economic shocks The Haitian 
economy has been battered 

by multiple shocks since mid-2018. 
Even before COVID-19, the economy 
was contracting and facing 
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significant fiscal imbalances (IPC, 
June 2022). Food inflation reached  
53 percent in October 2022, driven by 
strong demand and high fuel prices. 
By October 2023, it stood at 
21 percent with national currency 
appreciation, but remained high due 
to below-average crop production 
and persisting insecurity, 
constraining food access for poorer 
households (FEWS NET, November 
2023; FAO, November 2023). 

Weather extremes Erratic 
rainfall resulted in deficits 

between March and June and 
localized flooding through June and 
November 2023. These weather 
conditions had a limited negative 

impact on the main cycle of maize. 
However, non-climate-related factors 
– such as the reduced availability of 
seeds, insecurity and high 
production costs – led to a 
contraction of planted area 
(FEWS NET, November 2023; FAO, 
November 2023; ASAP, 2023).
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Source: Haiti IPC TWG, March 2023.
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4.9M people or 49% of 
the analysed population faced high 
levels of acute food insecurity in the 
lean season. This includes 1.8 million 
people in Emergency (IPC Phase 4).

This is 0.2 million  
more people since the 
2022 peak (September  
2022–February 2023), but  
the 19 200 people in 
Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5)  
no longer faced these conditions 
from March 2023 thanks to 
assistance and improved 
security.

5M people or 
50% of the analysed 
population are projected 
to face high levels of 
acute food insecurity. 

Approximately 1.6 million 
people face Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4). This reflects 
the surge in armed gang 
violence in 2024 severely 
limiting movement of 
goods and people, and 
driving up food prices and 
internal displacement. 

Haiti IPC TWG, March 2024.

A protracted major food crisis A lower-middle-income country, Haiti 
has been included as a major food crisis in all editions of the GRFC. 
Levels of acute food insecurity have increased since 2018 due to multiple, 
mutually reinforcing shocks including recurrent weather shocks, 
the socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19, rampant inflation, political 
instability, insecurity and poor agricultural production. The magnitude 
and share of acute food insecurity were projected to reach their highest 
levels on record between March and June 2024.

Source: Haiti IPC TWG.

Peak numbers of people (in millions) by phase of acute food 
insecurity, 2017–2024

 Nationally the prevalence of acute malnutrition was of Medium 
concern at 5 percent, but there were pockets of Very High 

prevalence in the metropolitan areas of Croix-des-Bouquets (19 percent)
and Delmas (12 percent) (SMART 2023).

ACUTE MALNUTRITION

Inadequate services Gang 
violence and insecurity 

affected access to basic health, 
nutrition and WASH services, 
particularly affecting women and 
children (UNICEF, December 2022). 
Many of the poorest families have no 
safe drinking water, soap or basic 
sanitation. Nearly 60 percent of rural 
households, rising to 80 percent in 
Cité Soleil, lacked access to 
sufficient drinking water (HNO, 
March 2023).

Between October 2022 and January 
2023, more than 20 000 suspected 
cholera cases were reported, of 
which over 60 percent were in 
Port-au-Prince metropolitan area 
(CDC, January 2023). Insecurity and 
fuel shortages limited access to the 
affected areas, hindering provision of 
medical supplies. 

0.3M children under 5 years old 
with acute malnutrition in 2023

0.2M MAM 0.1M SAM

In December 2022, 73 percent of the 
country’s 22 largest health facilities 
reported that they were unable to 
function normally due to challenges 
such as road blockages, fuel 
shortages, social unrest and the high 
cost of importing medical inputs. 
In addition, there is a brain drain of 
qualified medical personnel (HNO, 
March 2023).

Inadequate practices Only 
40 percent of children under 

6 months are exclusively breastfed 
– considered Serious by UNICEF 
thresholds – and at 4–5 months, this 
percentage is much lower 
(15 percent) (SMART, 2021). Only 
10 percent of children aged 
6–23 months received the Minimum 
Acceptable Diet, considered Critical 
(HNO, 2021).
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Source: HNO 2023, March 2023.

0.7 0.4 0.02

2.6

2.4

3.3

1.6

0.3M IDPs by 2023

Source: IOM, December 2023.
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0.5M  pregnant and 
breastfeeding women  
with acute malnutrition 
in 2023
Source: HNO 2023, March 2023.
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