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OVERVIEW
Due to the combined e�ects of widespread and severe �ooding, Desert 
Locust infestation, socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19 and the cumula-
tive impacts of previous shocks, nearly 1.3 million people across Somalia 
were facing high levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3) or worse 
between July and September 2020. 

Between October and December 2020, more than 2.1 million people 
across Somalia are expected to face high levels of acute food insecurity 
(IPC Phase 3) or worse, in the absence of humanitarian assistance. Mean-
while, 3 million people are also expected to be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2). In 
addition, 849,900 children under the age of �ve will likely be acutely 
malnourished through August 2021. 

Sustained and large-scale humanitarian assistance and government 
support are currently preventing more severe outcomes in many areas. 
Humanitarian assistance must be sustained through December 2020 to 
prevent Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels of acute 
food insecurity for 2.1 million people.  Livelihoods support is also required 
for people that are in Stressed or worse (IPC Phase 2 or higher). 

The following are areas of concern that are in need of urgent nutrition and 
health support interventions: East Golis Pastoral, Bosasso IDPs, Garowe 
IDPs, Galkacyo IDPs, Hiran rural, Beletweyne urban, Shabelle Riverine, 
Mogadishu IDPs, Bosasso IDPs, Baidoa IDPs and Juba Riverine.

2.6m
 The number of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in Somalia is 2.6 million**

2.1m
More than 2.1 million people in Somalia
are expected to be facing high levels of 

acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3)
 or worse through December 2020

850K
849,900 children under the age                   

of �ve will likely be acutely 
malnourished through August 2021

Severe riverine and �ash 
�oods have caused 
signi�cant population 
displacement and damage 
to property, infrastructure, 
farmland, and crops.

Desert Locusts continue to 
pose a serious risk of 
damage to both pasture and 
crops until at least the end 
of 2020.

COVID-19 mitigation 
measures have led to 
increased food prices, a 
decline in remittances, and 
fewer employment/income 
opportunities in urban areas. 
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Between July and September 2020, nearly
1.3 million people faced high levels of acute food insecurity

(IPC Phase 3) or worse in Somalia

298,000 
People in Emergency (IPC Phase 4)

23%

 1.3M
in high and critical 
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The Hagaa and Jilal seasons are 
notably dry, and can cause drought 
especially if followed by poor rains

Gu harvestDeyr harvest

Jilaal dry season

Hagaa dry season

Deyr 
o�-season harvest

Gu o�-season 
harvest

Land preparation and planting

Land preparation and planting

The Hagaa Dry Agriculture is a major component particularly 
for two of the main rural livelihood systems in 
Somalia: Agro-pastoralist,  mix of agriculture 
and livestock production based livelihood and 
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*IPC population data is based on UNFPA’s Pupulation Estimation 

12.3m
Somalia’s total 

population

83%

13%
Pop. in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis)  

Population estimates: UNFPA Somalia*

Source: FSNAU & Technical Partners 

Projection: Somalia Acute Food Security 
Situation  (February-June 2019)

Deyr rainy seasonGu rainy season

Crop production performance is determined 
by the bi-modal rainfall: Deyr crop 
production is from October to December  
followed by Gu   from April to June 

The Gu rains begin in April and last 
until June, producing a fresh supply 
of pasture and water for irrigation

The Deyr RainsThe Gu 

  and Phase 4 (Emergency)

SOMALIA: Integrated Food Security Phase Classi�cation Snapshot July - Dec 2020
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